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Welcome to our 
Summer Newsletter!

Week 3 & 4 of summer were full of exciting learning,
improvements, and achievements! Read below to get

up-to-date information on your child’s summer courses.
the national average SSAT score for 8th graders
out of a possible 2400

1995

Exam Prep 8’s average practice SSAT score from 
Week 3

average SAT 1500 student’s score by end of week 5 
from previous years (99th percentile)

2052

1457

average SAT score for U.S. test-taker out of 1600

1050 

FAST FACTS

1995

1050 
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Test prep students completed 
between four to twelve 
practice tests.

Students worked on mastering 
proven strategies for 
improving their scores.

At the halfway point of summer, 
MEK started speaking to students 
and parents about next steps in the 
upcoming fall semester.

Class average improved 63 points!

Class average improved 59 points!

Gene P., Deana M., and Dean S. earned 
above a 600 on their practice SAT Reading 
& Writing, putting them in the national top 
20% for SAT test-takers!

SAT 1500

SAT 1400

(P)SAT Core 
Reading & 

Writing

TEST PREP | Milestones & Achievements

Students have read and analyzed seven texts, across fiction and nonfiction genres, and older 
students have also worked on poetry and political cartoon analysis. Additionally, students 
learned about personification, imagery, tone and narration.

Students in grades 4-6 completed eight essays. They were introduced to expository, 
persuasive, descriptive, and narrative writing prompts and practiced effectively 
incorporating transitions into their work. 

7th grade students are learning a variety of different vocabulary study methods including 
using context clues to identify the meaning of unfamiliar words, learning new study habits 
such as studying synonyms and antonyms or creating word maps, and engaging with new 
words beyond just rereading the definition.

Students have completed approximately 540 math problems and covered 50% of the 
curriculum, or roughly 45% of CCSS standards.

Kevin C. scored 100% on his last 2 assessments. Way to go Kevin!

Critical Reading Circles

Writing Circles

Vocabulary Circles

Math: Operations & 
Number Sense Circles

Algebra I

MEK LEARNING CIRCLES | Milestones & Achievements

Derivatives of Logarithmic, 
Exponential, and Inverse 
Trigonometric Functions

Solutions
Colligative Properties
Gas Laws
Types of Solids
Phase Diagrams

The Rational Zero Test
Exponential and Logarithmic 

Functions

Answering Short Answer Questions
Age of Contact (1491 - 1607)
Leading up to the Civil War (1800 - 

1860s)

Applications of Multivariable Linear 
Systems

5th Topic of Cell Membrane and Transport
Preparing for Midterm

Periodicity
Types of Compounds
Naming Molecular and Ionic Compounds

Angles of a Polygon
Congruent Figures
Proving Triangles Congruent

Matrix Operations
The Inverse and Determinant

AP Calculus BC

AP Chemistry

Honors Analysis I

AP U.S. History

Honors 
Analysis II

Honors Biology

Honors
Chemistry

Honors
Geometry

Honors
Pre-Calculus

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS & AP COURSE PREP | Topics Covered

WEEK 3 & 4 HIGHLIGHTS
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“Kashish deserves to be Student of the Week because she works hard in class, asks plenty of 
questions, and performs really well as a result of her efforts.”

Out of over 300 students, Kashish was chosen by her teachers to be our High School Student of the Week because of her hard 
work, great participation, and overall performance.

Way to go Kashish!

Let’s learn a little bit more about our Student of the Week:

I like the teaching style and the pace of the classes!
What do you like about your class so far?

I really enjoyed my chemistry and math classes! In my classes, I learned how to understand complex topics by visualizing them, 
which made them much easier to understand! Taking these courses over the summer makes me feel more confident in my ability 
to do well and apply myself when the school year starts!

What have you learned so far?

I am very interested in the field of medicine, therefore I would like to work towards that.
What colleges or field of study are you interested in pursuing?

In my free time I like to draw while I listen to music. I also like to dance on the weekends.
What activities do you like to do outside of MEK and school?

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
HIGH SCHOOL HONORS

KASHISH SOOD , 10TH GRADE

HS CHEMISTRY AND HS ANALYSIS II

- Nicholas Lang, HS Chemistry Teacher
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“Charles is an adept speaker who gives very thoughtful, clever and insightful presentations on 
any topic.”

Out of over 400 students, Charles was chosen by his teachers to be our Middle School Student of the Week because of his 
impressive presentation skills and thoughtful analysis.

Keep up the good work Charles!

Let’s learn a little bit more about our Student of the Week:

For Non-Fiction Reading, our teacher, Mr. Beltre is very funny. Many of our articles are interesting. I also do Pre-Algebra. Our 
teacher, Ms. Eskins, explains everything clearly.

What do you like about your class so far?

I have learned a lot of new ways to do math problems. I also have learned a lot about current events and how to make a good 
presentation.

What have you learned so far?

I am most interested in science. I like to figure out how the universe works or how to make new things.
What is your favorite subject in school?

I play hockey, tennis, and baseball. I also love to read and bike with friends.
What do you like to do outside of MEK?

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
MEK LEARNING CIRCLES

CHARLES KAKKANATT , 7TH GRADE

NON-FICTION READING, MLC PRE-ALGEBRA I PSM

- Jose Beltre, Non-Fiction Reading Teacher
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
JESSICA CONLON

Nicholas Lang, MLC Math 
Teacher, Rutgers Alumnus, 

Creative Writer

Jessica Conlon is a Senior MLC Math Teacher at MEK Review who is teaching Algebra I, 
Pre-Algebra II ONS, Pre-Algebra II PSM, and Pre-Algebra I PSM this summer.

The following is an interview between her and our marketing writer:

Interviewer: What is your favorite part of teaching at MEK?

Interviewer: Do you have advice for middle schoolers on becoming successful math students?

Interviewer: You are an alumnus of Rutgers University, correct? Any advice for students thinking about applying or attending?

Interviewer: That’s great advice. And remind me, your degree at Rutgers was in?

Interviewer: Oh wow. I didn’t know about the creative writing. Do you still write?

Interviewer: Why do you think our MEK Learning Circles classes are so effective in a 
virtual setting?

Conlon: I like working at MEK in particular because it’s a good corporate environment 
with a standardized program that has a great deal of merit. For instance, all our 
Algebra kids are learning from the same program, the same standard curriculum, and 
the same high quality instruction. So no matter who is teaching the class or if a child 
needs to move their schedule around, they will always receive the same high quality 
education and high quality content.

I also like that MEK is constantly evolving. We continue to change, and it speaks to our 
desire to always improve the program and make it better and better.

Conlon: Check your work and do not rush. I notice a lot of students who will give me answers really quickly, making errors along 
the way. When I ask them if they’re sure, they realize their mistake, but they need to realize that by doing it so quickly, they’re 
getting in their own way. At this level I expect that they can do certain things in their head such as their basic time tables, but by 
slowing down and writing out their steps they learn to avoid careless mistakes.

Conlon: Yes, I went to Rutgers. I was initially reluctant to apply because I’m from the area, and it just felt as if everyone goes to 
Rutgers. Many of my family members and peers attended Rutgers because it’s a good school and it’s local. I finally realized that 
these are good reasons to attend a school, so I applied and went.

However, I will say that Rutgers can feel very overwhelming if you’re from a small town. But you just have to find your people. 
Whether it’s students in a certain lecture hall or students from a club you join, there are many ways to find your people. And once 
you do, you’ll be okay.

Conlon: I have a B.A. in Physics and a minor in Creative Writing.

Conlon: I write some science fiction and fantasy, but mostly just for myself and my friends.

Conlon: Well, we cap the registration of each class at eight students, so it’s a small 
group. This leads to a lot of teacher interaction. The teacher is able to keep track of each student’s progress, and by looking 
through their grades and our rubrics, the teacher can easily assess which students need more help. This level of interaction and 
individual assessment is much easier to do in a class of six than a class of sixty.
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Interviewer: I feel like some students think of science and the arts as so separate, as if they have to focus or can only be good at one 
thing.  But your interests really show how much they actually overlap.

Interviewer: Outside of teaching, writing, and reading, what do you do in your spare time?

To read the rest of the interview, click here!

Conlon: Definitely. I think I read a statistic somewhere that physicists or mathematicians are more likely to be religious because 
ultimately they are guided by a desire to find out a higher order or fundamental truth about the universe. Whether you’re religious 
or not, I think this speaks to the philosophical connection between the sciences and the arts.

I pursue math and physics because I am seeking the truth about how the universe works, and those subjects help me discover it. 
However, I read fiction and enjoy the arts, even if it’s just a silly sitcom, because it also helps me learn about the world. It helps me 
learn fundamental truths about humanity.

Conlon: Similar to your last interviewee, Nick, I’m a big nerd. I play Dungeons & Dragons. I’m part of a community theater group, 
where I act on stage. In high school, I played in the pit orchestra for all four years for piano and violin. I still play the piano, but I’m 
a bit rusty on the violin.

Make sure you know how to log on to your parent view of Canvas to note your child’s overall progress. This is the turning point, 
where students should start to see rises in their scores, improvement in their performance, and greater understanding of specific 
concepts.

Register for Fall 2021 courses by August 26th to receive a 15% discount on tuition. Pay in full and you’ll receive an additional 5% 
discount!

Download the course catalog here!

WEEK 5 & 6 OF SUMMER 2021

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT

WHAT’S NEXT?

https://mekreview.com/teacher-spotlight-jessica-conlon/
https://mekreview.lpages.co/leadbox/14e321a5be72a2:13e214fe6346dc/5152584159526912
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FALL 2021
NEXT STEPS: RECOMMENDATIONS

MAINTAIN

WHO COURSE RECOMMENDATIONS
SAT 1500 students
SAT 1400 students, nearing their goal score

Continue to prep for your second test date in October in SAT 1500 
course prep. If you are in the 1500s, consider preparing for the 
September ACT to try for a perfect 36 score.

WHO COURSE RECOMMENDATIONS
Exam 8 students
SSAT 8 students

Register for BCA, SSAT/ISEE, or HSPT Prep, depending upon which high 
schools you are planning to apply to, to begin rigorously preparing for 
these tough high school admissions exams.

PREPARE

WHO COURSE RECOMMENDATIONS
SAT Foundation students
AP Course Prep students
(P)SAT Core students scoring above a 70% on their 

benchmark tests
Students applying to multiple high schools and/or 

middle schools
MLC students

Set up a meeting via phone, Zoom, or in-person with our academic 
counselors to map out next steps for your child’s individual needs and 
goals.

MAKE A PLAN

WHO COURSE RECOMMENDATIONS
(P)SAT Core students scoring below a 70% on their 

benchmark tests
Renew for the 2nd module of (P)SAT Core to completely master your 
writing, reading, and SAT skills.

RENEW

WHO COURSE RECOMMENDATIONS
H.S. Honors Students Congrats on completing the course! Now, it’s time to ace your fall 

classes. If you need help, come to MEK for School Support Tutoring.

Also 10th and 11th graders: start thinking about your test prep plan.

GRADUATE & REFLECT



(855) 346-1410
www.mekreview.com

PALISADES PARK CAMPUS
261 1st Street 
Palisades Park, NJ 07650

CLOSTER CAMPUS
40 Homans Ave.
Closter, NJ 07624

BCA PREP
HOW TO GET STARTED

REGISTER

Call 855-346-1410 or email us at mek@mekreview.com to save your child’s seat in our popular fall course.

Take a BCA evaluation, so we can determine your child’s eligibility and placement in our BCA Prep program.

TAKE A BCA EVALUATION

Based on the results of the evaluation, your child will be placed in our BCA Prep High Honors, BCA Prep A, BCA Prep B, 
or BCA Prep C class.

FINALIZE SCHEDULE

mailto:mek%40mekreview.com?subject=
mailto:https://mekreview.com/event-detail/%3FBCA-Prep-Evaluation-Test/25?subject=

