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Welcome to our 
Summer Newsletter!

During Weeks 5 & 6 of summer, many students hit 
major milestones while truly transforming into top 

performers! Read below to get up-to-date information 
on your child’s summer courses.the national average ACT score

20

the MEK ACT class average score this week

percentage of upcoming school curriculum that 
High School Honors students have covered by week 6

32

50%

FAST FACTS
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Many test prep students 
started closing in on or hitting 
their target scores.

High School Honors students 
at this point have covered 50% 
or more of the curriculum 
they will encounter in their 
upcoming school year or more!

Teachers pushed students to keep 
their momentum going during these 
last few weeks.

Hyunjun L. and Rishi S. both scored 
perfect 1600s this week. Way to go!

Class average is 1340, closing in on 
that 1400 goal!

The class average was a 32, which 
is in the 96th percentile for test-
takers!

Students had lessons on punctuation, 
pronouns, rhetorical reading questions, and 
synthesis reading questions.

Class average is 2106 out of 2400, which 
means students are on average getting 88% 
of questions correct on this difficult high 
school admissions test. Awesome job!

SAT 1500

SAT 1400

ACT Advanced

(P)SAT Core 
Reading & 

Writing

SSAT/ISEE 8

TEST PREP | Milestones & Achievements

David L. scored a perfect  40/40 on his second cumulative test. Way to go David!

Students’ practice sentences have become more creative and effective throughout week 5 and 
6. Plus, students are learning to decode new words by understanding prefixes, suffixes, and 
root words.

Students have completed 12 essays! 6 prompts and 6 revisions. Vidushi R., James L., 
Vivaan B.,  Alexander P., Anna K. have all been singled out by their teachers as submitting 
outstanding work!

Students have analyzed 12 texts, and teachers note that their style and voice are becoming 
more natural and confident. Teachers wanted to especially recognize Chloe H., Jonathan T., 
Krish S., Arjun B., Katie C.,Chloe C., and Issac C. for their hard work and strong essays!

Students learned about the vaccine passport controversy and gave presentations on the 
current climate crisis.

Math ONS and PSM Circles

Vocabulary Circles

Writing Circles

Critical Reading Circles

Non-Fiction Reading

MEK LEARNING CIRCLES | Milestones & Achievements

Integration by Substitution
Area Between Curves

Solving Exponential and Logarithmic 
Equations

Functions Overview

  History of Immigration
Second Industrial Revolution
Gilded Age and Progressivism

Proving Trigonometric Identities
Sum/Difference Formulas

Trigonometric Verification
Solving Trigonometric Equations

Photosynthesis
Cellular Respiration
DNA Replication and Protein Synthesis 
Cellular Reproduction

Properties of Parallelograms
Special Quadrilaterals
Similar Triangles

AP Calculus BC

Honors Analysis I

AP U.S. History

Honors Analysis II

Honors
Pre-Calculus

Honors Biology

Honors
Geometry

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS & AP COURSE PREP | Topics Covered

WEEK 5 & 6 HIGHLIGHTS
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“Justin always has his hand up, answers ready, and is super attentive. He also speaks up for 
the class and is thoughtful.”

Out of over 400 students, Justin was chosen by his teachers to be Student of the Week because of his consistent effort, dedication, 
and great participation.

Way to go Justin!

Let’s learn a little bit more about our Student of the Week:

The note-taking aspect of it helps a lot, even to someone who doesn’t take too many notes. Also, the challenging homework helps 
me practice new skills.

What do you like about your class so far?

I’ve learned more vocabulary words, many of which are quite difficult. Studying root words was also fun, it helps break down new 
words. I’ve learned many new math concepts and methods that contrast with my normal school methods, and learning Literary 
Analysis helped me get over my before-horrid Literary Analysis skills.

What have you learned so far?

I’ve always been a science person, specifically Astrophysiology, and it’s a really cool subject.
What school subjects are you most interested in?

Outside of MEK I enjoy reading/writing, playing games (whatever kind that may be) alone and with family, hockey, and socializing 
with friends.

What activities do you like to do outside of MEK and school?

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS TEST PREP

JUSTIN YOO , 8TH GRADE

EXAM PREP 8

- Iulia Boboc, Exam Prep 8 English Teacher
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“Chloe has shown tremendous effort in her homework and class participation. She regularly 
scores 5/6 and 6/6s on her essays and is always engaged in class discussions. Her essays show 
strong critical reading skills and feature thorough personal reflections and connections.”

Out of over 300 students, Chloe was chosen by her teachers to be Student of the Week because of her outstanding performance 
and high engagement.

We’re so proud of you Chloe!

Let’s learn a little bit more about our Student of the Week:

I like how MEK expanded my knowledge on subjects like math and English. For math, I like how the lessons improved my problem 
solving skills. For English, I like how the teachers give me feedback on how to write better essays.

What do you like about your class so far?

So far, I have learned a lot in Geometry and Critical Reading. In Geometry class, I’ve learned how to complete proofs and how to 
utilize the postulates/theorems. To add, Critical Reading has taught me to understand and annotate texts more efficiently.

What have you learned so far?

Math and science are the two subjects that interest me the most. I like how math is very logical and how science is informative.
What are your favorites subject in school?

Outside of MEK, I like to play tennis, listen to music, and socialize with my friends.
What do you like to do outside of MEK?

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
MEK LEARNING CIRCLES

CHLOE HAHN , 8TH GRADE

CRITICAL READING 8, HS GEOMETRY

- Malek Charchour, Critical Reading Teacher
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
PRANAV GUPTA

Pranav Gupta, Director of High 
School Admissions Test Prep and 

Subject Prep

Pranav Gupta is the Director of High School Admissions Prep, High School Honors, and 
Advanced Placement Prep for MEK Review.

The following is an interview between him and our marketing writer:

Interviewer: What does your title mean? What’s your leadership position at MEK?

Interviewer: What is your advice to students who want to earn a perfect 800 on the SAT math section?

Interviewer: What is your advice to students applying to BCA? What’s the best way for them to prepare?

Interviewer: You attended Rutgers University, correct? Any advice to seniors planning to apply there?

Interviewer: What is your favorite part of teaching at MEK?

Gupta: My main motivation and goal throughout the summer is to prepare our 
students for the upcoming school year. In our high school enrichment programs, our 
students are taking courses because they want to get a head start on the year ahead. 
Working with the upcoming eighth graders as part of the High School Admissions Prep 
Program is one of my top responsibilities, and from that BCA Prep is one of the biggest 
programs at MEK. These students are applying to magnet, private, and parochial 
schools and need to prepare for the SSAT, ISEE, or HSPT. Therefore, a majority of the 
training that happens is centered around those tests and preparing for the BCA exam.

Gupta: I think it’s all about mindset. To earn a perfect 800, you have to see every test as an opportunity to train. Because every 
question has to be correct, you have to follow the same steps no matter how easy or hard the question is. You almost have to 
become robotic when it comes to testing procedures, which is a skill tied to mindset.

Gupta: I think the age of the students applying to BCA makes the program unique, especially since this is probably their first time 
taking a competitive exam versus SAT or ACT students who are a little older and have some experience with high stakes testing.

Plus, the BCA Prep students only have one opportunity to take the BCA admissions tests. This experience differs from the SAT 
experience because students have the option to take the SAT more than once in order to earn their goal score.

So the main difference between BCA Prep students and SAT Prep students is that the rising 8th graders need a longer maturation 
process. That is why MEK adapted their program to support a longer timeline. The BCA Prep students need time to change their 
mindset so that they are maximizing the probability of a great score while minimizing the potential for silly mistakes. Since 
the BCA admissions test is a one time test event, a perfect score is not guaranteed. However, BCA Prep instructors are training 
students to put their best foot forward.

Gupta: Rutgers is an underrated school. It truly is an amazing, affordable option for many students. The school has a lot of 
funding, a large research budget, and a very strong STEM department. If you’re planning on going to graduate school, Rutgers is a 
great gateway into top tier graduate schools. I had a great experience at Rutgers and loved my time there.

Gupta: What I love about MEK is that over their almost 25 years in business, their 
structure has been developed and fine tuned year after year. MEK strives to give 

students the best experience and best impact by creating this structure. You can be the best teacher with the greatest of 
intentions, but without a set structure to support it, it’s always going to be an uphill battle.

In terms of physically teaching, I would definitely say it’s the bond we create with the students that I enjoy the most, especially in 
the summer. Summer is different in the sense that you’re seeing them more frequently than in the fall or spring. Right now I teach 
three SAT 1500 classes, and I have an amazing bond with all of the students.
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Interviewer: I heard a rumor that you used to do standup comedy in college? Is that true?

Interviewer: Are there any ways in which telling jokes on a stage and teaching in front of a class have similarities?

To read the rest of the interview, click here!

Gupta: That’s a soft lie. (laughs) I did an open mic twice. It’s not like I was doing stand up. I forget the name of the place. There 
was a comic book store in New Brunswick on College Ave, which is the main street. On the top floor of the comic book store they 
used to sell food, but almost every night they’d have an open mic night. If they liked you, they’d have you do a five minute set, and 
they’d pay you in food. So they asked me to come do a five minute set. There weren’t too many people, but they gave me a free 
burger and fries. I love stand up comedy, so it was great. 

Gupta: Yes, teaching and performing are definitely similar. In a virtual setting, I am very conscious if a class is disengaged. It’s 
a feeling that teachers get. If I’m teaching a question using effective techniques, and I sense that they are disengaged, I stop 
teaching and try to get them back into the mindset where they’re more receptive to learning. 

When my 1500 classes or my 8th graders disengage, I am able to joke around and laugh with them until they are ready to learn. 
Once I see that they are ready, I start teaching again. It’s all very seamless. It’s my job to get my students into the mindset of 
learning.

Students have worked very hard over the past 6 weeks and made amazing progress in Common Core-aligned skills.

But now is not the time to stop.

As the school year approaches, it’s time to plan next steps. Based on your child’s performance in the course, MEK will recommend 
two options:

•  Renew for the same course, if a student is still working toward completely mastering the skills covered in his or her program 
•  Graduate to the next level course, if a student has mastered those skills and is ready to advance. 

Call 855-346-1410 or email us at mek@mekreview.com to find out the recommendation for your child.

Don’t wait! Seats are filling up fast, and we want you to take advantage of our 15% Early Bird discount before August 26!

NOW WHAT?
MY CHILD’S ABOUT TO FINISH THEIR MLC COURSE.

Don’t forget to register for your fall courses before August 26th to earn a 15% discount on tuition. Pay-in-full and you’ll also 
receive a 5% discount!

By the end of next week, all students will have received their Fall course recommendations. Please keep an eye on your email 
inbox to make sure you don’t miss anything!

FALL 2021
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION: ENDING SOON!

https://mekreview.com/teacher-spotlight-pranav-gupta/
mailto:mek%40mekreview.com?subject=
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COURSE OUTCOMES
CHECKING YOUR CANVAS ACCOUNT

BECOME FAMILIAR WITH COURSE OUTCOMES

View the Outcomes for each course by clicking Outcomes on the navigation pane. Then view the Course Goal. This will describe 
the ultimate goal of each course. Then view the secondary outcomes such as Mastery of Skills, Mindset, and Foundational 
Knowledge. These outcomes will describe the stepping stones that lead to achieving the course goal.

Click here to 
become familiar 
with course 
outcomes! 



(855) 346-1410
www.mekreview.com

PALISADES PARK CAMPUS
261 1st Street 

Palisades Park, NJ 07650

CLOSTER CAMPUS
40 Homans Ave.

Closter, NJ 07624

VIEW YOUR CHILD’S INDIVIDUAL OUTCOMES

To see how your child is progressing with the course outcomes, click Grades on the navigation pane. Click on Learning Mastery 
and you will see how many of each outcome your child has mastered. For instance, in the example below, this student has 
mastered 9/12 Foundational outcomes, 2/2 Mindset outcomes, and 1/6 Mastery of Skills outcomes, which has led to her already 
achieving the course goal (1/1)! 

You can click the > symbol next to each number to see a more detailed breakdown.

Click here to 
see your child’s 
individual 
outcomes!


